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SELECTION 


Sedges, John. The Long Love. John Day. Oct. 13, 


1949. $3.00. 


first glance The Long Love seems aimed accu- 


Edward Haslatt and Margaret Seaton. 


conventional. 


rately the heart the target. Its theme that happy 
marriage can integrating force world disin- 
tegrating personal values and social upheaval. Its main 
characters promise decently and normally 
“decent”. milk and honey style occasionally spiked 
with the strong brandy New England locale 
provides fixed point from which one can measure time 
and change. Yet the book ultimately more complacent 
than satisfying. 

The first part the book presents the courtship young 
Edward tall, 
thin serious boy, jealous and sensitive disposition. 
His father local printer Chedbury, solid Church- 
Republican; his mother slightly interfering person 
who manages the WCTU. Margaret extremely 
beautiful girl whose family patrician, wealthy and un- 
They promise each other that their mar- 
will the most important thing their life. The 
honeymoon described detail with undercurrent 
lyricism which might very well intoxicate the unmar- 
tied reader. 


meet the Haslatts some years later. Edward, now the 
head his father’s firm, has branched into publishing. 
has made modest success publishing and faithful 
promise greater success marriage. The physical 
and psychological intimacies marriage, nuances love- 
making, the patching-up minor quarrels all contribute 
create rosy hearth-like glow. Most the conflicts 


are subdued, inter-family differences. The major threat 
the success the marriage Edward’s growing pre- 
occupation with his business and the intrusion Lew 
Harrow, the novelist, into the Haslatts’ life. 


Harrow Haslatt’s opposite. Intuitive, impulsive, demo- 
cratic, genius, Harrow’s mere presence rebuff 
Edward’s conservative cautions, prejudices and pedestrian 
common sense. Haslatt first jealous Harrow’s atten- 
tions Margaret and then resents the writer’s love for 
his daughter Mary. overcoming his jealousy and pos- 
sessive love Edward becomes better husband. learns 
appreciate Harrow. accepting him son-in-law 
accepts the changes social life, the rise lower 
classes and the corresponding decline individualistic 
rulers society. sacrificing the unity his 
theme, the author weaves great deal social history 
into the novel. 


Complete peace and fulfillment mark Haslatt’s last years. 
Tom Seaton’s marriage Fioretta, girl from the wrong 
side the tracks, his sister-in-law Sandra’s aberrations, 
his daughter Sandy’s independence accepts with 
possible only the happy man. Even the 
death his favorite child, Mark, can borne with 
resignation. When Margaret and Edward receive news 
Mark’s death they are stunned course. But few 
minutes the closing scene the novel, Edward and 
Margaret share meal bread and wine, symbolizing 
their sacrifice, their deep communion with each other, 
and their triumph over suffering. 


There much more the novel which deserves praise. 
Chedbury lives place. Incidental information 
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122 Sedges Wilson Maugham Best 
publishing and printing interesting and accurate. Some basis for the story. She says that while writing 
arm-chair psychology the father and son and daughter novel, The Herdsmen, she became interested the 


relationships, possessive mother love and family attitudes tian concept democracy and her search for its 
general tactfully introduced. Although the scene led her back the great days Egyptian glory. 
rarely shifts from Chedbury the effect the world found also,” she states, personality towering 
large artfully presented. Above all, the author avoids portions, man who, more than twelve centuries 
sentimentality, temptation inherent the theme. Jesus, recognized the supreme value the individual, 
Still the book not altogther healthy. The first weakness not only conceived, but also enforced document 
mild case Richardson’s disease. the eighteenth human rights and emancipation proclamation 
century Samuel Richardson called many the father thousand years before Jefferson and Lincoln.” 
the English novel, piously and prudishly represented frus- After all, since our knowledge Moses limited the like 
trated seductions—with the result that was put the Biblical account, why should the author say she day 
Index when many hearty vulgarian was left off. The anything which the most ordinary reader the Bible Cousin 
author The Long Love (John Sedges pseudonym) pot already know? This will mislead ordinary miss pat 
falls into similar trap. Because his characters are law- who cannot know whether scholars have other facts courage 
fully married, represents some intimate scenes mari- Moses. Her real sources are certain modern critics 
tal privilege. Like Richardson, has scented his book Bible who are continually reinterpreting sacred history Maugha 
with sex such extent that may well prove dis- accord with their latest philosophical errors. 


turbing celibate readers. Less debatable Edward’s oblique 


but this case three-quarters the book are totally 
Why bring these questions belief the part without basis history. That leaves with the Readers 
fictional character? Must the characters novel cluding section which parallels the Biblical events. much 
perfectly orthodox before one accepts the novel ade- here sorry say real respect accorded 
quate transcript Not all. But—the point history given the Bible. All reinterpreted and 
that The Long Love stands falls its own theme, accord with rationalism, which eliminates the has 
which the length and strength and beauty married and denies the personal intervention God 
love. And the married love this book, while real, history. For example, the story the burning bush Europe, 
tender, moving, nevertheless basically futile thing. explained thus: Moses beheld dust blown about al! 
form disguised self-gratification, creature-wor- which the red glow the setting sun made look like} excerpts 
ship, false sublimation which ignores, innocently may This absurd way treat the Bible—to explain any 
be, the fundamental reality the married State. Body- away everything merely suit our superior twentieth Noteboc 
comfort, emotional consolation aesthetic elevation are, tury prejudices. treat the Bible lot crude} for 
sense, legitimate ends marriage, but they acquire their Jegends, which can alter will. Catholic, 
legitimacy from the eminent analogy God’s creatorship real respecter history, has right this. 

and Christ’s love for His Church. Love based lesser 


The central theme that Moses was early apostle 
analogies are less love, and are not, capital sense, entral that Moses was early apostle 


freedom, merely political leader, and hence even the} Lilientl 


Rochelle, primarily religious figure. The book then has 
value and nothing more than vehicle for the dis 
credited views the higher critics the Bible. 
Dorothy Clarke. Prince Egypt. West- sad commentary how entirely astray private judgment 
minster. Oct. 31, 1949. 423p. $3.50. religious history can go. The main idea, that freedom 
Prince Egypt novel the life Moses. The first one at; but that cannot make lik 
three-fourths the book are given his career noble- for reducing the grandeur, the mystery, the cally 
man the Egyptian court. The last quarter concerns element the history the chosen people and 
his relations with the Jewish tribes enslaved the level political notions 
Egyptians, his discovery that Jewish blood, his book cannot recommended. 
sympathy for his countrymen, and his leadership free- Dom Bruno McAndrew, one day 
ing them. The last event the crossing the Red Sea St. Anselm’s Priory, into the 
and the escape the Jews from the armies the Pharaoh. Washington, 
The first three-quarters the book, therefore, 
the Egyptian this part Maugham, Somerset. The Writer’s Notebook. 
Doubleday. Oct. 20, 1949. 367p. $4.00. The 


that the author develops her notion the character 
Moses—his intelligence, courage, love freedom—of his Preface this ragbag from the attic the 


career the army and how became the most likely temps perdu, Mr. Maugham gives brief critique 
successor the crown; and his two love affairs, one reasons for and against the publication the Journal 


=. 


with the Pharaoh’s daughter, and the other the minor French writer, Jules Renard, whose one claim 
with the Saban queen, Tharbis. seems this reviewer fame probably will that his autobiographical novel 


that the reader should told foreword that all this Poil Carotte was made into one the most affecting 
part the book completely imaginary, but not motion pictures the first fifty years Films. Through thal 
done. fact statement the author the cover this, Mr. Maugham suggests that his own notebooks, 
jacket might lead one think there was some historical ginning with jottings made the year 1892, when 
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entered Medical School (Saint Thomas’ Hospital, Lon- 
don), might prove entertaining and helpful 
Renard’s. certain sense, this true. First, because 
proves that writer who has attained eminence 
rather novelist, made habit jotting 
down random thoughts, impressions, 
acter and kept them. Second: will inter- 
those who have enjoyed Mr. Maugham’s many 
novels and plays and novelettes, recognize some the 
end-bits the fabric from which they were fashioned; 
like identifying the end Uncle Albert’s wedding- 
day ascot and snippets the tartan plaid from which 
Cousin Millie’s traveling skirt was made, the hit-and- 
miss patternlessness patch quilt. Third: may en- 
courage some despondent writers discovering them 
that even august and times esoteric mind 
Maugham’s can trivial and superficial and naive 
and sophisticated, all once. Fourth: 
way seeing man grow old prejudices 
formed before began educated, and grow some- 
what mellow without growing ripe. 


Readers Maugham, particularly those who found 
much “spiritual penetration” The Razor’s Edge, need 
not told how Maugham affects distrust Christianity 
and incline before Yogism. They are aware, also, that 
has traveled much the South Pacific, been through 
wars, has sunned along the Riviera, traveled about 
including Italy. There are rewarding glimpses 
all manner places far and near the too-voluminous 
excerpts from his notebooks. any worth all, 
any except the professional reader and writer, Writer’s 
Notebook might prove welcome substitute the bed- 
side for those hodge-podge collections intended for guest 
rooms mild soporifics antidotes insomnia. 


Lilienthal, David This Believe. 
Oct. 13, 1949. 208p. $2.50. 

During the war years happened that our ship was “tied 
next dock where was being built carrier. 
day long the sound rivetting staccatoed the air and beat 
thirty, whistle shrieked, and from the bowels the 
ship, like ants, came endless stream workers. Magi- 
cally they would disappear. Promptly the next 
morning the city would vomit back its cargo human 
freight and the rivetting would begin anew. saw only 
with the eye and was depressing spectacle. Then 
one day, the carrier slipped down the ways and splashed 
into the Delaware. eyes watched but mind and 
heart finally saw. Here was forged another link the 
chain which paradoxically enough would bring freedom 
from Axis tyranny. 

The above analogy fairly apt because many are 
caught the demands everyday life (how make 
dollar, how spend it, how keep one step ahead 
the collector and the relentless time machine) that often 
lose sight the goal and destiny for which and 
our society are intended. need new voices speak 
out old truths remind our manhood. 


Harper. 


unmitigated delight, therefore, report that David Lilien- 
thal his credo has given magnificent and soul-stirring 
view Americans and American democracy work. 
are not machines who stop and the whistle. 


Lilienthal 


this series remarkable essays which reflect his faith 
can discern quite clearly four successive steps the 
overall plan. There is, first all, statement his 
general philosophy which followed shrewd, yet 
temperate analysis our government machinery work. 
Then, Mr. Lilienthal, moves into his third phase ap- 
plying his norms sound philosophy and sound govern- 
ment such specific issues and agencies land con- 
servation and electricity, the TVA and the AEC. As.the 
final, yet all pervasive theme, Lilienthal’s affirmation 
the positive and dynamically optimistic facets Ameri- 
can society. 

That his philosophy may sound bit novel some ears 
itself commentary the dialectic contemporary 
liberalism. sure, Mr. Lilienthal liberal, but 
liberal the best traditions Western civilization. 
This tradition succinctly expresses when says: “The 
basic source the strength American Democracy does 
not lie economic system. The well-springs our 
vitality are not economic. They deeper still: They are 
ethical and spiritual” (p. believe the human 
spirit. believe reason and the inquiring mind. 
believe the moral law and the supremacy God” (p. 
12). Time and again reverts this theme that alone 
can make the American weltanschaung living and mean- 
ingful. are the children God and because this 
elemental fact there attaches all men dignity that 
cannot flouted ignored. His idea democracy 
not Rousseauian “Collective nor sheerly 
Roman Corporate theory consent the governed. 
finds Jane Addam’s formula, which little more than 
restatement traditional scholastic political philosophy, 
most satisfactory: “Truth and consent the 
often forget the truth. 

the second phase Lilienthal discusses the machinery 
government and specifically refutes the idea that Big 
Government inevitabie. Our machinery adequate 
would call back few basic notions: namely, 
that democracy depends more Main Street than 
Pennsylvania Avenue, that the best government the 
best politics and that the TVA have examples 
centralized planning with local execution and local par- 
ticipation. calls upon every educated, intelligent mem- 
ber society plan saving few the best years 
his life for public service. age sharing the New 
Deal legacy Congress subservient the will 
strong President, may come shock readers 
learn that the greatest danger separation-of-power 
this country comes directly and almost exclusively from 
the Congress. Too much itemized supervision, too much 
investigating (here the AEC Director doubt was think- 
ing the McKellars and the Hickenloopers), 
much detailed ordering from and Congress are the real 
threats. 

Consistently, calls mind the experiences and lessons 
democratic procedure offered the TVA. feels 
that the work this agency, and the future role the 
AEC, may much direct our practical work along 
sensible and lecal lines. Specifically, calls for “An 
American Development Program for the period from 
1950 1975” terms real things, “of land, streams, 
electricity, forests, minerals; factories and jobs” (p. 202). 
Throughout the whole work runs the great note optim- 


ism and faith Americans and their land. sings with 
Walt Whitman refrain dedicated our robustness and 


our great opportunity. would replace fear with hope 
and panic with prayer, tempering all with deep humility. 
contrasts the honesty the American Government 
its handling atomic energy (p. 161) with the mani- 
acal drive for apparent infallibility the part the 
Soviet Union. calls the witness stand the Soviet 
physicist, Frenkel who “erred” his theory 
atomic energy because that theory happened coincide 
with the views many American “capitalists”. men- 
tions, too, the case Zhedrak, who dared chal- 
lenge the Soviet theory acquired characteristics and 
their transmission (p. 10). 

This great little book may never become classic part 
Great-Books reading program. shall not pre- 
sumptuous suggest that included among the 
former, but line with Taine’s moment (sans 


race), definitely recommend that this today’s re- 
quired reading for And THIS BELIEVE most 


sincerely. 
Clarence Walton, Ph.D., 
Department History and 
Government, 
University Scranton 


Asch, Sholem. Mary. Putnam. Oct. 1949. 


436p. $3.50. 

Perhaps the most surprising feature this novel, sur- 
prising, that is, view its predecessors, The Nazarene, 
and The Apostle, its reverence for its subject. This 
commended either historical theological grounds, 
but that, despite its shortcomings, written with 
genuine respect for and reverence the persons Jesus, 
Mary and Joseph. 


The author has gone beyond the Gospels for his material, 
sometimes, would seem, apocryphal writings, and 
more often draws his rich knowledge Jewish cus- 
toms, traditions, and family life. this latter element 
that gives the book its depth and authenticity, while the 
apocryphal material, whether actually taken from 
the early and condemned apocryphal gospels, whether 
construction the author’s imagination, gives 
note triviality. 


The story covers the years between the marriage Joseph 
and Mary and the resurrection. Joseph presented 
the son former Nazarene, who returns the village 
ask the hand Mary. His successful suit the cause 
some jealousy the part relatives and villagers, and 
this turn the seed later differences and estrange- 
ments. Following Jewish custom, Joseph and Mary con- 
tinued live apart after the betrothal (though under 
Jewish law this constituted valid marriage). During 
this period Mary visited the angel and conceives 
miraculously, fulfilling herself the prophecy 
virgin shall The inevitable gossip followed 
among the townsfolk and relatives, and Joseph, himself 
after period trial advised angel the true 
nature the child born, was criticized and ostra- 
cized for what the considered violation 
custom. This judgment upon him accentuated the al- 
ready existing jealousy. 

The family life Nazareth portrayed with feeling, and 
rich detail. was not metropolitan center, 
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yet had its shops and artisans, its commerce and 
ligious life. This background detail the most 
feature the entire book. The childhood Jesus, his 
schooling the synagogue and with Joseph the shop 
his maturing into manhood, projected against this 
ground, and the result truly genuine realism. 


Having respected the virginity Mary the 
Jesus, the author would have that the “brothers 
Jesus” were born the union Joseph and Mary, and 
not, the Christian tradition has it, cousins relatives 
These younger brothers eventually became apostles, 
not until they had passed through all phases 
and mistrust. They are pictured perfectly natural 
youngsters, dimly aware the fact that Jesus was 
how different from them, holding Him awe, but 
all sure that was not impostor they saw Him, 
grew into manhood, asserting His independence 
the law interpreted the Pharisees. This conflict 
within the family reached its climax the incident 
Capharnaum, when Jesus, advised that His mother and 
brothers were without, and would take Him back 
Nazareth, looked out the crowded synagogue and said: 
shall the will God, brother, and sister 
and mother” (Luke, 33-35). the interpretation 
the author this incident decisive that Jesus raised 
Himself above family, and proclaimed new era uni- 
versality. deepened the doubts His and 
arrayed them against Him temporarily. The implication 
here that Jesus Himself for the first time realized the 
universality His mission Messias. had not been 
aware His parentage His mission until instructed 
Joseph and Mary about His twelfth year. 


The public life, Part III, sketchily done, the most 
unsatisfactory part the book. The narrative leaves 
Mary Nazareth, and follows Jesus. interwoven 
with snatches the Gospel taken out their context 
and out their historical sequence. The result 
herence, which partially due the obscuring the 
real forces working against Jesus and conspiring 
Him death. When Mary reappears Jerusalem, some 
days before the Passion and Death, one who has 
not been sure, whose faith has suffered momentary lapses. 
This section brought close with the Resurrection, 
which, while portrays Jesus truly rising 
dead, artisticially feeble and most unconvincing. 
Charles Denecke, his nep 
Woodstock 
Woodstock, Maryland 
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Costain, Thomas The Conquerors: The Pageant 
England. Doubleday. Oct. 14, 


$4.00. 
That the plethora recent historical writing there the 
few would deny. The urgency something construc 
tive has prompted Mr. Costain undertake this ambitious and 
series popular volumes the history England, indeed 
which the Conquerors the first. The author quite energy 
viously feels that professional novelist and author 
such best-sellers The Black Rose, High Towers the 
The Moneyman can add sparkle the hitherto drab througl 
garments Clio. His technique simple: “If the main 
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actors have few scenes play and brief lines speak, 
how may full-bodied drama achieved? The answer 
giving more scope the players minor roles (re- 
warding fellows, they always prove themselves) and 
being lavish with scenery and sound effects and having 
brisk drummers the orchestra pit. 
that dramatization certain non-essentials within the 
the recorder history. For instance, when 
known that Henry met Thomas Becket for the first 
time Westminster Christmas, surely not wrong 
picture the holiday revelry the royal palace that 
When known that Good Queen Mold 
the fashion letting the hair hang free, 
not permissible depict her wearing her golden 
down her back the occasion when she rode Lambeth 
Palace?” The professional historian may shudder the 
such approach but Mr. Costain blithely sails 
where others might fear tread. 


The story begins the year 1066 when William 
Normandy made the fateful decision invade England. 
Harold Godwine, recently installed king the realm, 
had sooner repulsed thrust from Harold Hardrada, 
the ambitious Norwegian monarch, than was beset 
the Normans. Unable consolidate his forces and seri- 
ously handicapped the lack archers Harold met 
disaster; when fell, England, too, succumbed. Wil- 
victory ushered turbulent, ruthless, colorful 
period Anglo-Saxon history. The Normans believed 
centralized and stern rule; they were ambitious and 
not infrequently unscrupulous; above all, they were for- 
The net results were set the witches’ cauldrons 
boiling. 


the two sons who succeeded William, Henry far out- 
shone William Rufus, his older brother and predecessor 
the throne. His marriage the gentle Matilda, re- 
membered generally Good Queen Mold, was good for 
Henry and good for the people because through her influ- 
ence, according Costain, Henry issued his celebrated 
Charter. Much made this document the fore- 
runner the Magna Charta and the first clear repudi- 
ation the concept absolutism which William the 
Conqueror had brought with him. The author speculates 
pleasantly but not too convincingly that Anselm may have 
been the true author this celebrated declaration. 


When Henry died 1135 fierce struggle for power 
ensued between the king’s daughter, another Matilda, and 
his nephew, Stephen Blois. Although Stephen eventu- 
ally made good his pretensions the throne the Empress 
fought with such tenacity that Stephen wes forced 
agree name his successor Matilda’s son, the future 
Henry II. Costain suggests that possibly such 
was easy for Stephen accept since may have been 
the father the king-to-be. 


Henry II’s reign was the most spectacular all. Married 
the dynamic and fabled beauty, Eleanor Aquitaine, 
friend and later enemy Saint Thomas Becket, father 
redoubtable warrior Richard the Lion-Hearted 
and conniving rogue John Lackland, Henry was 
indeed man reckoned with. tremendous 
energy this first the Plantagenets improved the admin- 
istrations justice and taxes, curbed the dictatorial power 
the unruly nobles, and instituted uniform coinage 
throughout the realm. Yet this monarch who accom- 
plished much remembered chiefly the unwitting 
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architect Thomas Becket’s murder, the ruthless in- 
vader and despoiler Ireland, the philanderer and the 
victim his wife’s fierce ambition for her sons. his 
dying moments saw only too clearly that his sons waited 
like vultures seize the power that held and sym- 
bolized. 

When Richard ascended the throne 1189 his fame 
warrior was even then renowned yet this Lion-Hearted 
hero many romantic tales proved tragically unfit 
rule. Military exploits the English Crusaders may have 
added lustre the realm but more certain the fact that 
they robbed the Kingdom’s wealth. Richard’s brother and 
successor the crown was even more pathetic. The 
story the wringing from John Lackland the Magna 
Charta well -told the delineation the clashes 
with the indomitable Innocent III. 


Despite the turbulency the period Costain con- 
vinced that the long view history demonstrates con- 
clusively that the Normans gave far more than they de- 
tracted from England’s destinies. Political unity, town 
and trade development, and the nice miscegenation 
Norman with Anglo-Saxon cultures were all the good. 
There are many descriptive portions this 
volume. Particularly enjoyable were the accounts 
Henry’s growing rift with St. Thomas Becket and the 
portrayal the manorial lord and his vellein. Yet there 
are numerous minor irritations, too. Citations 
torians who are permitted enjoy anonymity even while 
their testimony used buttress certain points are dis- 
turbing the careful reader (sic, 20). Other segments 
are overdone and case point the death-bed psycho- 
analysis William the Conqueror. The reasoning 
the authorship Henry’s Charter ponderously labored 
and withal unconvincing. The presence excellent maps 
and diagrams adds immeasurably the story but the 
absence any reproduction the justly famous Bayeux 
gretted. One may permitted conjecture why Costain 
elected begin his Pageant with the Conqueror when 
there much prior vital and colorful history the 
Roman invasions, the kingship Alfred and Canute. 
this popular history popular will due large 
measure Mr. Costain’s reputation novelist; all 
honesty cannot said that the stylistic improvement 
claimed for this first volume pronounced justify 
added work field already worked over many 
scholars—some whom, incidentally, write well, 
seems that the historian has swallowed the 
novelist for the final result solid history but pedestrian 
reading. 


too. 


Clarence Walton, 
Department History and 
Government, 
University Scranton 


Smith, Lillian. Killers the Dream. Norton. Oct. 


256p. $3.00. 

Killers the Dream becomes the essay harvest Lillian 
Smith’s Strange Fruit when Southern mores are placed 
the psychologist’s couch. The combined reports Freud 
and his sociological assistants Myrdal, Dollard and Odum 
are here composed and edited one who unites imagi- 
nation and experience with facile pen and interesting 
style. Discovery the Negro ancestry child living 
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with her family, and the immediate reaction, contributed 
greatly Miss Smith’s early perception the artificiality 
segregation. This, and her explanations, camp 
director, white girl’s distress over the futility 
honest evaluation segregation are mainly responsible 
for the present book. 


understand segregation she traces the feelings and 
emotions lurking behind the skeletal facts Southern 
history. These have set the pattern which now im- 
pressed family, religion and custom the pliable 
minds childhood. Family-imparted sex taboos, segregat- 
ing certain areas the body evil, lay the foundation 
from which custom extends segregation Negroes. Blood 
and thunder religious Revivalism—hitting the only sins 
recognized the ministers—fuses sin and sex, but 
ignoring the love God and brotherhood man, nega- 
tively encourages segregation. 

Three “Ghost Relationships” exist the South, first, that 
the white child with the Mammy, whose comforting 
arms offer refuge from chastizing parents. Love Mammy 
cannot openly persevere under existing circumstances, but 
the remembered consolations become associated with her 
color. adult, adulterous, days, whenever the frigid 
heights which has raised white womanhood—as 
compensation for his own guilt complex—become boring, 
satisfactory amatorial experience sought the white 
man the second relationship—white man and Negro 
woman. This turn produces the third, white father 
and his spurned colored off-spring, which serves only 
make him decry more loudly the “mongrelizing” the 
races. Southern womanhood, however, longer toler- 
ates its sterile pedestal. The Association Southern 
Women for the Prevention Lynching bespeaks the fact 
that they are not fearful forceful loss virtue 
they are the perseverance the present situation. 


The other cause continued segregation lies the bar- 
gain the rich Southerners with the “Crackers”. this 
implicit agreement, the Negroes remain the whipping-boys 
the “Crackers” for ego-inflation and amusement. Con- 
trol finances the sacred province the wealthy. The 
bargain now being broken the introduction unions 
which admit white and colored, but fear the Negroes 
still can used keep the “Crackers” subservient 
the autocracy wealth. 


Religion operating through fear has failed help the 
South. The region will find its difficulties solved only 
Science, especially and Psychology, and 
fearless following their commands. 

Killers the Dream (signifying those who prevent the 
realization American ideals) will aid lessening popu- 
lar prejudices, not against the Negro, least against 
the white Southerner. Two chapters, “Trembling Earth” 
and “Two Men and Bargain”, concerning Revivalism 
and the “Crackers” are especially readable and informa- 
tive. Miss Smith, though her thesis suffers condensa- 
tion, overworks the Freudian approach. While certainly 
there truth her theories, Freudian drives cannot re- 
place free will nor are its “scars childhood” all-power- 
ful incurable. Her attitude toward religion contains 
perhaps justified condemnation Revivalism. How- 


ever, like judgment Catholicism for pin-dancing 
angels and opposition science would laughable, 
Miss Smith had not founded her apology for the South 


sympathetic understanding history. 


Stone 
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while helpful analysis, offers little value 


way solution. 
Peter Hogan, 
Epiphany Apostolic College, 


Newburgh, New York 
* » ~ 
Stone, Geoffrey. Melville. Sheed Ward. 
26, 1949. 336p. $4.50. 


has been several times remarked recently that ever 
college university professor literature who 
work about Melville; and there certainly 
that are the midst “revival” this 
reputation. the fourth volume their 
the World” series, Sheed and Ward, keeping step 
with the times, offer this contribution young Mel 
ville enthusiast whose qualifications for entering field 
crowded with experts are bit difficult determine 
However, have previously remarked another 
ume this series, would perhaps not all the good 
have such survey works these “Great Writers’ 
volumes done scholarly experts. 


And possible, also, that Melville suffers more the 
hands specialists than any other novelists, since there 
much his works that seems need explication, 
and the experts, their determination explicate 
thing, down the last word, perhaps often confuse, 
than illuminate the problems most needing light—and, 
worse still, create problems where there are none. 


Between Melville and Hawthorne there was not only 
fair degree friendship, but much deeper spiritual 
affinity, that both were predominantly occupied with 
the problem the existence evil the world, and 
frequent (apparent) triumph. St. Paul’s phrase, itself 
mysterious, about “the mystery iniquity”, was always 
the bottom the minds both men, and their greatest 
works were grapplings with this mystery. And was 
when they struggled, that both achieved their highes 
technical level—Hawthorne The Scarlet Letter, and 
Melville, course, Moby Dick. 


Mr. Stone gives not much more space Moby Dick than 
other writings Melville, nor does intimate that 
thinks Melville man one book, which 
much the opinion this reviewer. sees the novel 
able allegory”, and “an attempt Melville’s part 
insult and assail the God his own belief confronting 
Him equal”. The element hugeness the novel 
(evident the easiest level from the size the book 
itself) stressed the Moby Dick chapter, titled, “Mos 
Monstrous and Most Mountainous”. may ques 
tioned, though, whether the novel cosmically huge 
Mr. Stone—and many other Melvillians—would have 
it. 
Pacific, which lives and moves and has its being. 
Ahab certainly big man, and terrible one. But the 
whale is, after all, only whale, and can made look 
very small, when placed mentally against the 
the ocean whole. And the Pacific large, but 
can measured, mapped, and sounded. And the largest 
and most terrible man is, after all, but man. Perhaps 
too much emphasis has been placed this whole 
size Moby Dick. Mr. Stone attempts very deep 
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the novel, believing think fortunately) that 
have suffered enough from “the general tendency re- 
regard the work sort Chinese carving, 
which one intricacy contained within another, with 
hardly sentence that will not reveal further and deeper 
meanings patient inquiry”. And Melvillolaters will 
the audacity of: “The truth seems that 
geat deal painstaking artistry went into Moby Dick”. 


Melville’s other novels and his poetry are adequately sur- 
yeyed; Mr. Stone’s section Billy Budd and its meaning 
gems quite well done, though brief. This short work 
important being entirely and allegorically concerned 
with the “mystery iniquity” even 
than Moby Dick; though that means say that 
helps solve the mystery. 


All all, there good introduction here 
work, though one left wondering just little about 
Melville’s right called one the Great Writers 
the World. 
Bernard Theall, O.S.B., 
Department Library Science, 
Catholic University America, 


Washington, 
* * * 
Kasenkina, Oksana. Leap Freedom. Lippincott. 


Oct. 19, 1949. 295p. $3.00. 


you recall the Russian woman who made the headlines 
August, unknown one day, she was 
every paper the nation the following day. 
All this publicity was gained the simple device 
jumping from the window the Russian consulate 
New York City. The accounts, read them the 
time, seemed rather fantastic, especially view the 
fact that the person concerned had previously “escaped” 
the farm conducted Alexandra Tolstoy for just such 
individuals. After having lived the farm for short 
time with other refugees from the U.S.S.R., the woman 
had returned voluntarily with Consul Lomakin the 
consulate New York City. 

The entire fantastic story now told the woman her- 
Oksana Kasenkina, her book, fittingly entitled, 
Leap Freedom. The book makes just about much 
anything Russia does these days. non- 
Communist, impossible approach even remotely 
the Russian attitude which makes the insanity Com- 
munism possible. Communism conquers vorld, 
the world certainly sorry mess. How anyone except 
could won over Communism mys- 
tery which this reviewer never expects understand. 


give Mrs. Kasenkina her due, she was never such 
idiot become Communist. Her husband had been 
the army, and was therefore con- 
sidered traitor the Communists the period after 
World War and Mrs. Kasenkina were teachers. 
1937 was “arrested” Soviet authorities, and she 
never saw him again. January, 1942, her son was 
orted killed while fighting defense Leningrad. 
the summer 1945 she was asked Comrade Orlov, 
who was charge the Moscow section the People’s 
Commissariat Education, whether not she 
might interested teaching position some foreign 
country. customary for Soviet officials who are serv- 
ing outside Russia maintain schools staffed Russians, 
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will not contami- 
nated any capitalistic Mrs. Kasenkina in- 
dicated her willingness accept such assignment. 
After endless interrogations, she was put the approved 


June 15, 1946, she arrived New York City. 


Her teaching duties were arduous but she nevertheless 
managed attend some motion picture shows which 
the U.S.S.R. was depicted rather unfavorably, and she 
also had access American newspapers and magazines. 
Gradually the possibility staying here gripped her, al- 
though she was apparently making plans return 
Russia, July, 1948. However, she had made contact 
which made possible for her farm conducted 
ior Russians Alexandra Tolstoy. Mrs. Kasenkina was 
very distraught mental condition; she disliked several 
those the Tolstoy retreat. Later, she wrote letter 
Consul Lomakin, and noted above, accompanied 
him freely back New York City. Meanwhile the inci- 
doubted that Mrs. Kasenkina was remaining her own 
free will the Efforts were made secure 
her release writ habeas corpus. The State Depart- 
ment appealed the Governor New York effort 
prevent the serving the writ. Mrs. Kasenkina mean- 
while had repented her voluntary return with Lomakin, 
and after she had been prevented from walking from the 
consulate, she jumped out winodw opening 
courtyard. Every window the consulate was being 
watched newspapermen and police, with the result 
that vigilant policeman, who knew little and cared less 
for the niceties diplomatic immunity, ordered that Mrs. 
Kasenkina taken hospital, her first step the way 
freedom. Mrs. Kasenkina sure that she would have 
been murdered the Russian officials, had they been 
able get her back within the walls the consulate. 
Now convert Catholicism, Mrs. Kasenkina one 
more witness against the horror Communism. 


Paul Kiniery, 
Loyola University, 


Chicago, Illinois 


* * * 
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Stuart, Graham The Deparime State: 
History Its Organization, Procedure, and Per- 
Oct. 18, 1949. 517p. $7.50. 


From small residence Philadelphia splendid new 
quarters Washington’s “Foggy from staff 
three staff almost six thousand, such the phe- 
nomenal physical growth the Department State. 
This physic development was paralleled constant 
increase the comple departmental organization 
and the extent tal operations. write 
satisfactory history the State Department, therefore, 
one must know his way through the maze America 

diplomatic history well down the labyrinthine ways 
bureaucratic organization. his academic training 
and years State Department experience guide him, 
Graham Stuart makes few false steps piecing to- 
gether his history departmental organization, procedure, 
and personnel. 


Actually, the “procedure” aspect Stuart’s work em- 
braces brief history American diplomacy seen from 
the State Department. ased mainly the standard 
works the field, his account America’s diplomatic 


Golden Slaughter 


game generally satisfactory. Undoubtedly reviewers 
the scholarly journals will challenge some his inter- 
pretations and point out few errors facts “which”, 
they will probably say, “do not mar the value the work 
whole”, but such detailed analysis does not come 
within the scope this review. 


writing the department’s personnel, the author does 
not restrict himself the Secretaries (although the names, 
let alone the records, many these will unfamiliar 
the general reader, e.g., Upshur, Black, Bacon, etc.) but 
includes also the “forgotten the Assistant and 
Under Secretaries, the chiefs section, al. Two re- 
markable sometime Assistant Secretaries were William 
Hunter, who served the department for fifty-seven years, 
and Alvey Adee, who served for fifty-four years, 
1924. Adee, serving Second Assistant Secretary for 
thirty-eight years, worked with twenty-two Secretaries 
State and had tremendous influence the formation 
American foreign still bemoan 
Adee’s decision have all his papers burned the time 
his death.) Mentioned also are such employees 
State poet-politician Philip Freneau and Henry 
Thomas, translator, who had never been college but 
who knew almost all ancient and modern languages and 
could quote Latin poetry with Gildersleeve. Numerous 
minor personages are dragged forth from their almost for- 
gotten hiding places the dim recesses the State De- 
partment archives make brief appearance the 
stage history. 


Dr. Stuart’s real forte State Department organization. 
His account State’s organizational evolution the most 
comprehensive existence. you want know when 
Assistant Secretaries ceased being designated numbers, 
what were the effects the Stettinius reorganization 
1944, what the function the Policy Planning 
Staff, the answer awaits you The Department State. 
If, however, you are looking for denunciation “cookie- 
pushing, striped trousered, professional diplomats”, kind 
reader, your search has not yet ended. 

Frank Gerrity, 

University Scranton 

* 


Golden, Francis Jest What the Doctor Ordered. 
Frederick Fell. Oct. 17, 1949. 256p. $2.95. 


This companion volume For Doctors Only the 
same author is, was its predecessor, compilation 
medical humor and wit—of jokes and stories having their 
basis matters medical and concerning usually the mem- 
bers the profession and their clients, which means, 
course, almost all us. That humor form 
therapeusis logical reason for the compilation. Medi- 
cine all its aspects represented here—diagnosis, treat- 
ment, surgery, nursing, hospitals, psychiatry, obstetrics, 
death, dieting, dentistry, undertaking, the drugstore and 
many others. There are anecdotes, stories, puns, and 
wise cracks, limericks, doggerel and quotations. Most 
them are mirth-provoking and many them are good 
for roars laughter but more than few fall extremely 
flat. might interest know that the author, 
according publisher’s blurb, lecturer, writer, per- 
sonnel director the New Jersey Department Labor, 
and once full time practicing dentist. says that 
medical humor not puritanical but that “You cannot 
and then proceeds. include several 


SELLER; 


stories that are somewhat beyond the limits 
physiological vulgarity. Otherwise the book 
for adults. 


* * * 


Slaughter, Frank Divine Mistress. Doubleday, 


Oct. 13, 1949. 340p. $3.00. 


Padua 1562, Antonio Servetus taught and studied 
anatomy with Vesalius and Fallopius his heroes and 
his only love “the divine That 
until the somewhat ascetic young scholar discovered 
storeroom the Dominican Priory where lodged, 
preparatory taking orders, the canvas the 
Venus which had been stolen from the Florentine Bel. 
larmis. then proceeded fall love with the paint 
ing haunting his semi-erotic and Freudianly psychological 
dreams. Antonio was the younger brother Michael 
Servetus, the heretic who was burned the stake 
Calvin. When met Lucia Bellarmini, ignorant 
relationship the model the painting, found her 
oddly familiar but the two quarreled constantly. Antonio 
also came into conflict over his verification 
discovery the pulmonary circulation with Fra Felipe 
Santos, predatory and power-hungry Dominican who 
labelled his work heretical but offered forget 
Antonio would maintain silence about the 
Venus. 


Servetus left Padua inform the Bellarmis the paint 
ing and have published Venice his monograph 
the pulmonary circulation. There his friend the 
Gian Savarino helps with the publication and introduces 
Antonio the Venetian equivalent our modern cafe 
society, helping him among other things overcome his 
prudery and enjoy the beautiful Claire Strozzi mis 
tress. addition Antonio attends Black Mass which 
Claire the pretended sacrifice and learns 
magician, Ludovico Agnolo, the secrets magnetism, 
equivalent the later hypnosis, which then uses 
medical treatment. 


Gian and Antonio return Padua regain the Venus 
but only after Antonio severely injured struggle 
with Fra Felipe who almost killed. Fearing that the 
Dominican will drag him before the Inquisition, 

ees Spain physician Bellarmi where meets 
Vesalius and further demonstrates his medical 
There becomes involved court intrigues and arouses 
the enmity Frey Ignacio Molinos who has him brought 
before the Inquisition charges invoking demons 
cure girl paralysis, invoked guilt psychosis. Molinos 
bested and Antonio becomes famous 
When Claire Strozzi questioned Molinos, 
gives her lethal dose opium and has Molinos 
moved because she died the rack. But his successor 
Fra Felipe arrests Antonio and this time also Lucia 
force confession from him. Again the Inquisition 
foiled when Antonio and Lucia escape and fly England 
where Antonio pursue his research atmosphere 
religious tolerance and intellectual freedom. 


The book impossible. adventure story swift 
moving, exciting and spiced with the type sex author 
think readers want. However, its whole premise that the 
Church suppresses intellectual freedom canard, 
discredited that few historians will bother maintain 
today. Throughout the entire story the author identifies 
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the Church with reactionary thought, the heretics 
revolt against the only bearers truth and light. 
The treatment the Inquisition follows the age-old pat- 
tern. The book objectionable recommend- 
able type reader. 


Donald, ed. The Autobiography Will 


With Foreword Will Rogers, Jr., and 
Houghton, Mifflin. Oct. 1949. 


Day, 
Rogers. 
Rogers. 
410p. $3.00. 
When Will Rogers died plane crash Alaska 
1935 this country lost personality that has never been 
replaced. That still held affectionate memory 
evidenced the daily count some 1200 visitors the 
Will Rogers Memorial Claremore, Oklahoma. Rogers 
never completed his autobiography, the present volume 
consists about one part autobiography five parts 
reprinted journalism, some which incidentally auto- 
biographical. The bulk the book has been culled from 
the newspaper columns, books and speeches “the Poet 
Lariat the United States”, and skilfully arranged 
logical sequence reflect the passing American parade: 
the antics Congress, the scandal the Teapot Dome, 
the flutter Queen Marie, the crash Wall Street and 
the bright promise the New Deal. 


Rogers was born ranch Oologah, Indian Territory, 
1879, the last seven children. Proud his three- 
Cherokee Indian blood, indolent, drifter, 
left grade school and wandered from one job another, 
entering the show business via Col. Zack Mulhall’s 
riding and roping outfit 1899, about the time Tom 
Mix joined it. 


His first steps what was prove lifetime career 
world traveler took him England, and thence the 
Argentine where intended show the local yokels 
some roping but soon became their pupil instead. Then, 
although knew that the mere smell salt water made 
him violently ill, signed worker cattle 
ship bound for South Africa. The ship’s veterinarian 
spent more time with Will than did with the cows. 
Will, his own regret, survived, joined Texas Jack’s 
Wild West Show Johannesburg, toured the country 
and, despite seasickness, moved Australia for more 
toad show work, and thence back the States rejoin 
Mulhall. flair for originality exemplified his 
being the first one ever rope horse the stage. His 
big hit came during his act with Hammerstein’s im- 
mortal vaudeville, where played the matinees down- 
stairs and the night shows the roof—a minor difficulty 
being persuade his horse use the elevator. 


Roping was and remained his dominant passion, and 
“talk” was introduced into his act only accidently, 
order explain and make more effective his climactic 
stunt roping horse and rider simultaneously. When 
his brief remarks were greeted with laughter made him 
angry, and refused “open his trap” for 
despite the urgings his manager and friends. Later 
his wife (he married Betty Blake Rogers, Arkansas, 
1908) said: “Why don’t you talk about what you read? 
Goodness knows! you’re always reading the papers” (p. 
did, and rose fame monologist with 


the Ziegfeld Follies, newspaper columnist, writer 
books and contributor periodicals, and un- 
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official, volunteer Europe, China, Russia 
and elsewhere. 


humor, for humor notoriously subjective and tricky 
thing. can only record opinion that, for all his 
success humorous writer political topics the 
day, Rogers’ principal strength lay the spoken, not the 
written word. The warm personality, the friendly smile, 
the quizzical head-scratching and the slow drawl 
spun his rope all combined lift his most casual com- 
ment high level wit and entertainment. Rogers 
person captivated Woodrow Wilson, Kaiser Wilhelm, 
General Billy Mitchell and just about everybody else. 
memory, his kindly presence charms still. But Rogers 
gone, and the typographical embalming his funny 
sayings makes now and then for flat, painfull reading. The 
and proud it” attitude doesn’t read hilari- 
day’s headlines that you are looking for, you will better 
advised Frederick Lewis Allen. 


significant passage (p. 45) Rogers speculates the 
reasons for his success (he was the highest paid enter- 
tainer Broadway): think did the shortest act 
any monologue man and that recommended it. 
the Amsterdam Roof never did over six minutes and 
the Follies nine ten, generally eight.” Eight minutes 
—and the book runs 400 pages. had something 
all right, but opinion wasn’t something you can 
put book. 

Phillips Temple, 

Georgetown University Library, 

Washington 


Flynn, John The Road Ahead: America’s Creep- 
ing Revolution. Devin-Adair. Oct. 1949. 160p. 
$2.50. 


John Flynn’s latest book belongs the strident tradition 
characteristic his writings. This unfortunate, since 
weakens overstatement case which not without 
merit. 

His thesis twofold. Britain, alleges, treading the 
path ruin result socialist experiments. The 
United States taking the first steps the same direc- 
tion. Unless reverse the trend shall likewise 
perish. 

The chapter “The Socialist Reality” Great Britain 
not too badly done. notes the element compul- 
sion which has intruded even into English socialism. The 
impact high taxes and the burden bureaucracy 
well portrayed. But loses, the eyes the dispas- 
sionate reader, when fails stress the failures 
British capitalism. Thus, the loss the export market 
rightly attributed high costs. But not all these costs 
should assessed upon socialist inefficiency, high taxes, 
and loss incentive. Many them are end-products 
capitalist greed and shortsightedness. Many British capi- 
talists used profits for personal expenditure, while their 
American counterparts plowed them back into improving 
production. result, our costs are lower and our 
efficiency higher. 

The same bias impairs his analysis the American “wel- 
fare state”, alleged the first step toward socialism. 
delivers telling blows against certain labor leaders, 
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politicians, economists, and even clergymen (mercifully 
sparing Catholics from the charge socialism, practice 
not always followed within our ranks). But again fails 
examine the situation perspective. Thus, cites 
certain statements Walter Reuther prove socialist 
leanings this brilliant labor leader. But overlooks 
other and more recent statements which would inter- 
preted quite differently. Likewise, unjust the 
Federal Council Churches merely because some its 
adherents have indulged loose statements. 

The greatest value this book lies conclusion not 
given the author, probably because failed see it. 
New Dealers, Fair Dealers, and their ilk cited the 
author are not doctrinaire socialists. Some may uncon- 
sciously heading that direction. More them may 
confused, seeking certain human values the only 
methods they know. this points one conclusion 
which should stressed Catholics: the need for 
social program which neither socialist nor laissez faire. 
The tragedy current America not plot for socialism 
even the welfare state. rather that one group 
citizens preoccupied with the failure the social order 
meet all essential human values. Knowing other 
method, they turn the civil state for action. Another 
group, including Mr. Flynn, sees the danger this method, 
but offers viable alternative. result have the 
bickering and name-calling common today. 

Here challenge apply and publicize the third 
force contained the papal encyclicals and other embodi- 
ments Catholic social teaching. This not simple. 
Rather tremendous task present such principles 
their entirety and proper balance and perspective, 
and then apply them American conditions. view 
the critical needs the times, should initiating 
major efforts along these lines. Our universities and edu- 
cational groups, our several learned societies the fields 
both theology and social sciences, and other experts 
should joined co-operative effort present pro- 
for America. reality, have hardly begun 
act. 

The editorializing above gives background for judg- 
ment The Road Ahead. Its value depends entirely 
upon the use made it. plea for return 
individualism and laissez faire, the book would dan- 
gerous. critique, albeit exaggerated, socialist 
trends, has definite merits. But this qualified recom- 
mendation given only readers who know will 
study the social teaching the Church. 
ciples, based partly revealed truth but mainly 
natural law and sound appraisal human nature, con- 
stitute bedrock upon which sound social structure can 


erected. 
Rev. John Cronin, S.S., 
Washington, 


* * 


Moravia, Alberto. The Woman Rome. (Trans- 
lated from the Italian Lydia Holland.) 
Straus. Nov. 1949. 433p. $3.50. 

The “Woman Rome” whom author Moravia describes 
this rather sensationally dull novel might woman” 
any city, anywhere—Naples, Genoa, Marseilles, Peoria, 
Punxsatawney. is, briefly categorized, the tritely 
lurid story streetwalker; and is, incredibly, told 
the first person. 


Moravia Deutscher 


Adriana was only sixteen, but already maturely developed 
and beautiful after the fashion Veronese model, 
when her impoverished mother got her job posing 
the nude for scrupulously businesslike artist. She 
love shortly thereafter with young 
chanic, Gino, whom she met hanging about the 
the corner her slum neighborhood. She invites 
welcomes his seduction, hoping thus hasten their mar. 
riage; but enraged when she learns that already 
married. She then deliberately, and with the passive 
nivance her mother, turns prostitution, having the 
example and advice her friend, Gisella, who intro 
duces her Stefano Astarita. Astarita married, has 
office the Ministry Secret Police, and becomes 
obsessed with Adriana. Two other men occupy most 
her time, together with Astarita: they are (1) 
moronic and brutishly muscular murderer, Sonzogno; and 
(2) young and impecunious student, Giacomo, with 
whom Adriana falls wildly love. Whether “love” 
the proper word for these emotions open serious 
question. And, one can accept the author’s repeated 
protestations about the heavy beauty this Adriana, one 
must also admit that she fulfills adequately the other half 
the usual description, for she monumentally stupid, 


Adriana had stolen gold compact from Gino’s 
ployer; remorseful, she gives Gino return its 
returns Adriana the night their first violent 
meeting. Then, suspecting her informing Astarita his 
crime, hunts down and kills Astarita. Meanwhile, Gia 
como has been mixed revolutionary activities, 
arrested and, believes, betrays his companions during 
his interrogation, and subsequently shoots himself dead 
railway hotel. Adriana, pregnant with Sonzogno’s child, 
unrepentant, though bereaved, the author wearies 
her adventures page 433. 


Whatever stylistic grace may have dignified the original 
Italian, does not appear the adequate but undistin- 
guished translation; and that may because the original 
itself was never distinguished anything more than what 
possibly the most curious manifestation 
transvestism come notice since very 
qualities which make this uncomfortably ugly reading, 
may likely those which will win large sales among 


the chaise-lounge set, which seems have taste for 


such vicarious adventures the business the bordello. 
Obviously not recommended any sincere serious 
reader. 

University Scranton 


Deutscher, Isaac. Stalin: Political Biography. 
ford. Sept. 29, 1949. 


600p. $5.60. 

December 21, 1949, Joseph Stalin will celebrate his 
seventieth birthday. Throughout the world Communists 
will celebrate the occasion with panegyrics and festivities. 
But what the ordinary person would like know what 
Stalin has been doing during those seventy years. 
well documented new book attempts 
question. 


The author styles political biography because almost 
nothing known about his private life. There are 
intimate details, revelations excite the curious 
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this long book. was married least twice; his first 
wife died and left him one son. His second wife com- 
mitted suicide after public altercation with her husband. 
more said about his children his family life. 
Stalin man never emerges from these pages, always 
remains shadowy political figure. For this reason this 
hook will never popular; will appeal only students 
socialism, communism and international relations. 


Stalin was baptized Joseph Vissarionovich Djugashvili 
the little Georgian town Gori, where attended the 
parochial school for five years. There showed pre- 
cocious mental development and even youth “his 
mind may have been turned against religion”. Neverthe- 
less, went the theological seminary Tiflis, where 
the local priest succeeded obtaining scholarship for 
him. How interesting would know more about 
this seminary but Deutscher evidences little sympathy 
with these formative years his career. After his expul- 
son from the seminary his life socialist began 
earnest. For fifteen years carried his activities 
underground, using false passports and nearly twenty nick- 
names until finally decided become the “man 


Imprisoned often, nearly always managed 
Socialism was his Mecca and Lenin 
prophet. Deutscher also greatly admires Lenin who 


the hero the first chapters this biography. Lenin 
the brilliant speculative mind and charming personality 
whereas Stalin the practical underground worker, the 
secret organizer, the cunning strategist. Insignificant 
were Stalin’s literary accomplishments yet was destined 
the first editor Pravda. 


The October, 1917, Revolution and the resulting civil war 
are historic events not only Stalin’s life but the course 
contemporary history. Here they are thoroughly ex- 
plored. the meteoric rise Trotsky, Stalin met 
adversary worthy his steel. The fierce feud between 
these two revolutionaries another fascinating story well 
narrated. 

Before Lenin’s death Stalin became General Secretary 
the Central Committee. Enormous power was concen- 
trated his hands and Stalin loved power. Realizing 
Stalin’s rudeness and barbarity, Lenin pleaded for his 
removal from the General Secretariat. But before this 
could accomplished Lenin was struck with paralysis 
and Stalin was saved. was striking the General 
Secretary was that there was nothing striking about him.” 
always remained the background but Bolshevik 
ever doubted his power. 


After Lenin’s death Stalin began favor the policy 
one country instead universal social 
This was such radical departure from 
teaching that and Kamenev, much 
their subsequent regret, criticized the abandonment 
traditional Bolshevism favor national communism. 
Soon the Kulaks were dispersed, their property confiscated 
and collectivization inaugurated. The famines 1928 
and 1929 caused Stalin formulate his five year plan 
which pursued with the same stern resolution with 
which led the Communist Party. the world this 


“was important the first truly gigantic experiment 
planned economy, the first instance which govern- 
ment undertook plan and regulate the whole economic 
life its country and direct its nationalized industrial 
toward uniquely rapid multiplication the 
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nation’s wealth”. Socialism was built coercion rather 
than persuasion. 


There were many Bolsheviks who disagreed with Stalin; 
and when Hitler succeeded reviving Germany’s mili- 
tary might, Stalin’s opponents were ruthlessly eliminated 
the famous purges. Russia must present united front 
the Nazis. The author’s account these trials par- 
ticularly illuminating and one begins understand why 
many famous revolutionaries made such abject’ con- 
fessions. 

Once his domestic opponents were removed, Stalin con- 
centrated his efforts against Hitler’s future aggressions. 
Within the Soviet Union armaments were multiplied and 
abroad Popular Fronts were established the Commu- 
nist Parties. Because the democracies were loath co- 
operate with socialistic Russia, Stalin concluded his non- 
pact with Hitler and World War com- 
menced. Political expediency was the cornerstone 
Stalin’s diplomacy. But the two dictators still distrusted 
each other and was only matter time until Hitler 
attacked Russia. The course the war Russia 
strikingly told and Stalin’s military strategy praised. The 
author maintains that the fire power—guns, ammunition, 
tanks, planes—of the Red Army was produced the 
U.S.S.R.; whereas the elements its mobility—trucks, 
boots, clothing—were largely imported through lend lease. 
The United States did not play vital role the 
Russian victory many Americans supposed. 


Teheran, Yalta and Potsdam are revealed their 
sordid details. these accounts are true, Churchill and 
Roosevelt capitulated their Red colleague and prepared 
the way for the cold war. The Atlantic Charter not 
much mentioned this book and idealists will 
disillusioned learn how the English and American 
leaders sacrificed principles when confronted with Stalin’s 
blunt demands. 

During the war Stalin’s allies thought that was pro- 
moting Russian nationalism. ceased, 
communistic revolution other countries appeared 
his goal. Stalin after all? The architect 
imperial restoration, who sometimes exploits revolutionary 
pretexts for his ends, the promoter Communist 
revolution, camouflaging his purpose with the parapher- 
nalia the Russian Imperial tradition?” The answer 
appears that both, assuming either role when 
suits his policy. 

Russia will Stalin long lives. deal with 
Russia, one must understand Stalin. His policy crafty 
and subtle but there are reasons behind his tactics. The 
author carefully evaluates these reasons the course 
narrating Stalin’s career. One finishes this book with the 
conviction that Stalin not nearly the enigma that 
reputed be. 

Most the author’s statements this book are taken 
from Russian sources. Unfortunately the reviewer not 
qualified say whether these sources are genuine not. 
Catholic readers, however, should warned that the 
author apparently ex-communist who still heart 
follower Marx and Lenin. Religion only cold 
sociological term for him. does not even bother tell 
about the suppression religion the Bolsheviks. When 
the Orthodox Church was restored 1943, the move had 
political significance only. employs the terms 
and “spiritual” but they are completely emptied their 
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Christian meaning. This book should not placed 
the hands young and immature students who might 
easily conclude that Marxian socialism and communism 
are good systems long they are not controlled 
malevolent tyrants like Stalin. 

Harry Koenig, 

St. Mary the Lake Seminary, 

Mundelein, 
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Chambrun, Elsie Longworth. The Shadows 
Lengthen. Scribners. Sept. 26, 1949. $5.00. 


Elsie Longworth Chambrun, playwright and scholar, 
records the events the twilight years busy life 
The Shadows Lengthen. The early chapters contain the 
usual social chit-chat the international set. Any claim 
this volume may have real merit based the chap- 
ters dealing with life France during and after the war. 
book about life France during the days the occupa- 
tion written someone who was not member the 
Underground. Not only not member the Under- 
ground but quite unsympathetic with the ends and means 
the maquis, the writer defends those Frenchmen who 
were too proud associate with the Germans and too 
prudent collaborate with the Underground. 


Mme. Chambrun, related marriage Pierre Laval, 
wields her lance interesting (if not original) defence 
his reputation. may well that this one the 
opening volleys battle force the American public 
reconsider the wartime roles Laval and Petain. 
you are not familiar with the arguments favor the 
Laval-Petain policy and actions, The Shadows Lengthen 
will prove painless source information. 


Spence, Hartzell. Happily Ever After. 
Sept. 23, 1949. 259p. $3.00. 


The author One Foot Heaven here gives the next 
chapter his life. Readers his earlier book will recall 
his life the son Baptist minister, book 
valuable Catholics for the picture gave the inner 
working Protestant church. The present work tells 
how Mr. Spence, employed Washington during the war 
editor Yank, made transition from his cigar 
box apartment the city old Virginia farm. 
luck and his wife acquired for few thousand 
dollars Gaston Hall, ancient, semi-ruined mansion, 
surrounded seven hundred acres neglected land 
the Blue Ridge country Virginia. For four years and 
his little family struggled make pay, but failed until 
they sold enough the land reduce manageable 
size little over hundred acres. the end the 
book see them happily settled here, able pay their 
way, and optimistic about the future. The story not, 
however, that average city man who makes suc- 
cess country life, for Mr. Spence poured good deal 
money, realized from his profession writing for maga- 
zines, into the estate before became self supporting—far 
more money than the average man could afford. 


The story told with that high good humor and practical 
sense which were the strong points his earlier books. 
Any reader these will enjoy the present one for 
shows loss zest, and fact more maturity. The 


Whittlesey. 


Chambrun Spence Cather 


story centers his family, the house, and the farm, 
their immediate struggle make go. There 
time for observation the new society which live 
for speculation his new life, the beauty the Bly 
Ridge not blind these, and write 
well them toward the end the book. Indeed 
point where ready quit the struggle, the viey 
the mountains which makes him decide carry 
When philosophizes his reasons for going there, his 
writing sound and wholesome, and gives the 
and true criticisms the artificial values city life, and 
how and his wife gradually shed these and found 
deeper satisfactions the country. 
Catholic reading this will note that religion not 
very strong influence his life, even though his 
was minister. easy too, observe few 
where his ethical ideas are askew, but the general 
his mind right and toward true this 
spect typical many Americans this day, 
tical, energetic, good-humored, absorbed material de. 
tails, but without religious depth sense God. 
underlines the duty the Church reach these 
capable and intelligent daily affairs, and bring them 
what reality they are often looking for, faith. 
light reading, verging toward the humorous, and 
best suited for adults. 

Dom Bruno McAndrew, 

St. Anselm’s Priory, 

Washington, 


Cather, Willa. Willa Cather Writing. 
Sept. 20, 1949. 126p. $2.25. 


Willa Cather, among American writers, stands almost 
alone our time for her devotion the novel art 
form. Her concept the “unfurnished” novel, the novel 
simplification and nuances rather than what she 
called the “tasteless amplitude” the heavily docu 
mented “slice best exemplified her work, 
above all perhaps Death Comes for the Archbishop. 
She was seldom given critical stock-taking, but when 
she descended theory she achieved, says the English 
critic who writes the foreword this collection her 
critical writings, the same fusion “the factual and the 
visionary” that distinguishes her creative work. She had 
serene contempt for the uses naturalism. The writer 
“who has true vocation for imaginative writing”, 
held, “doesn’t have hunting among the ash cans 
Sullivan Street for his material”. Although the opinion 
one her critics Miss Cather had sustained sort 
wound” withdrawing her candid gaze 
most the unsavory realities her time, she sincerely 
felt, these pieces show, that she had art and time her 
side. answering implied charge she 


Knopf. 


sne 


wrote: “Religion and art spring from the same root and 


are close kin. Economics and art are strangers.” 

his book made some Miss Cather’s public 
letters (two them originally appeared The Com 
monweal), four prefaces she had written introduce the 
work others, and many brief essays literary crafts 
manship. The interest these pieces twofold: they 


are primary and indispensable sources for the 
tion Willa Cather’s own work, for here she writes 
the inspiration and research that went what 
subtle combinations!—Death and Shadows; and they serve 
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well artistic credo against shoddiness work- 
manship and thinking too. Curiously, Willa Cather, 
Crane, Defoe, and Katherine Mansfield—to men- 
tion some the writers discussed—are not much Miss 
Cather’s subject matter they are illustrations literary 
together with the aphorisms effortlessly 
thrown off, that impresses. This slight but intense book 
can recommended every type reader; for those 
who have awarenesses literary matters will come 
confirmation, and for those whom such aware- 
nesses are being formed should prove salutary and 
quickening primer. 

Riley Hughes, 

Georgetown University, 


Washington, 


* * 


Hasley, Lucille, Reproachfully Yours. Sheed and 
Ward. Sept. 21, 1949. 128p. $2.75. 

Converts can take hope. They have champion. 
Why should converts need champion? natural ques- 
tion and one this reviewer would have asked before read- 
ing Mrs. Hasley’s uproarious collection essays. Mrs. 
Hasley says: ““To accept with joy the basic verities one 
thing. think, act, smell and feel like Roman Cath- 
quite another.” 

With wonderful good humor and yet with fundamental 
Mrs. Hasley regales with her own adven- 
tures and misadventures the rawest recruit the Com- 
munion Saints. Converts should discover re- 
freshing (to say the least) slant their woes and more 
than little hope that they too may advance the state 
where they think, act, smell (?), talk and feel like 
Roman 

But converts are not her only topic. This collection 
takes her piano, her children, Catholic Action, 
married life (wives who don’t like housework will love 
Mrs. Hasley), salesmen and much more besides. Her 
humor and freshness insight are equal every occasion 
and are always conspicuously Catholic that you 
not like her you may doubt the validity your baptism. 
Enthusiastically recommended all. 


William Davey, 
University Scranton 


* se 


lewis, Clive Staples. The Weight 
millan. Sept. 13, 1949. 66p. $1.25. 


This slim volume contains five addresses delivered Mr. 
lewis between 1939 and 1944; three the addresses are 
srmons which were given Anglican Churches. the 
author notes his Preface, there has been practically 
etouching the addresses since their delivery. 

the first address the subject eternal glory, fame 
with God, appreciation God. “To please God 
den glory which our thoughts can hardly sustain. But 


sense loneliness and strangeness which all ex- 
the world. 

the second discourse the author tried bring little 
the minds Oxford audience concerning the 


Hasley Lewis Paul Gilson 


non-Christian interpretation the “gift tongues” 
(given the apostles Whit-Sunday) kind 
hysteria, involuntary discharge nervous excitement. 
Our Christian appreciation the operations the Holy 
Spirit will always misjudged the “doglike mind” 
the critic. 

The third address treats the mystical 
body Christ. “The society into which the Christian 
called baptism not collective but Body.” 
Christian answer the modern trend collectivism and 
the false emphasis individualism incorporation 
organ into the mystical Body Christ; such incorpora- 
tion gives personality and permanence. 

The fourth address gives some Christian answers Ox- 
ford students who might question the appropriateness 
study and scholarship the midst terrible war. 


The fifth address very modern and compelling warn- 
ing against the fraility which was called ancient spir- 
itual writers’ human respect. 

Mr. Lewis manifests these discourses his mastery 
English and his unusual ability give more penetrating 
insights into spiritual doctrine the use analogies. 
Here thoroughly Christian doctrine and motivation 
cogently expressed. book may not have much 
interest for the general reader previous works Mr. 
Lewis; priests and educated laity can find much food 


for thought. 
William Herlihy, 
University Scranton 


te 
* * 


Paul, Elliot. Old Kentucky Home. 
Sept. 1949. 438p. $3.75. 


This chapter series autobiographies recounts the 
events the author’s eighteenth year spent Louisville 
office force. The occupants boarding house furnish 
the cast characters for reminiscences that seem 
fictional real: the full recital conversations where 
Paul was not present or, was, recalled after forty 
years, plus the wealth detail describing actions occur- 
ring outside his area potential observation, not con- 
tribute particularly plausibility, even though repre- 
sents himself lay confessor whom the full cast 
seems have deposited their confidences. Whether 
imaginative real, one can say that this account 
meanderings among the purlieus Louisville has 
value. surprising that man talents with zest 
for life should not exercise his ability more fruitful 
areas. His “most poignant recollections have with 
hearing the beginnings and development jazz” (p. 215) 
with which came contact through frequentation 
various bordellos. His contribution the history jazz 
certainly not sufficient compensate for the boredom 
and vulgarity the balance the book. 


Random. 


* * 


Gilson, Etienne. Dante the Philosopher. Sheed 


Ward. Sept. 338p. $4.00. 


Poets very often object closely reasoned and coldly 
thought out analyses work one their own kin. 
Their theory that dissect destroy beauty which 
transcends pedestrian reason. Such has been the case 
with Dante. One would expect, then, that Gilson, 
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the celebrated historian and exegete mediaeval philos- 
ophy, bringing bear, does, all the implements 
highly technical critical exegesis would simply overpower 
the incomparable artistry one the world’s greatest 
poets. That does not so, this book which 
penetrating study Dante’s attitude toward philosophy, 
his everlasting credit. One might well ponder what 
the author himself the preface has say about this 
problem. philosopher discusses literature 
often reveals want taste, but when man letters 
discusses ideas sometimes reveals want precision. 
helping one another shall perhaps draw nearer 
that state grace which love increases understand- 
ing becomes clearer. Great writers expect less us, 
for their ideas are bound with their art, and their great- 
ness consists the fact that after they have gone their 
thoughts remain inseparable from the manner which 
they have expressed them.” The sensibleness this atti- 
tude toward the ideas and acts Dante stands out 
stark opposition view which Auden expressed 
recently review new translation the Divine 
Comedy. maintained that, since there is, course, 
profound disagreement the modern mind Dante’s 
mediaeval notions, one can safely ignore that side 
Dante and concentrate appreciation his mode 
expression. say that Dante would horrified such 
suggestion, were brought his attention, which, 
course, never could have been, would under- 
estimate his reactions. The Florentine could capable 
some pretty strong feelings. 


one these strong feelings and its object which 
Gilson concentrates upon the beginning his book. 
That Dante’s celebrated love for Beatrice. Father Man- 
donnet his book, Dante Theologien, (Gilson’s anti- 
thesis expressed his own title) maintains the thesis 
that Beatrice purely symbolic, abstraction the 
poet’s mind, representing among others, theology, baptism, 
the tonsure, minor orders, and bishop, toto Dante’s 
clerical vocation. Gilson shows conclusively 
close analysis Dante’s major works that she was 
such pure abstraction. good deal understand- 
ing and humour points out that Beatrice, highly sym- 
bolic she does become, was very real person whom 
Dante loved truly transcendent way. 


Many commentators Dante, and particularly Fr. Man- 
donnet, have regarded Dante the poetical Aquinas. 
Gilson his lucid analysis Dantesque philosophical 
and theological thought shows him imitator St. 
Thomas, but one who many occasion radically 
parts company with the Angelic Doctor construct 
highly original synthesis his own. This particularly 
true the notion the hierarchy sciences the 
problem authority. For Dante there are the three 
spheres Theology, Ethics, and Metaphysics with the 
Pope, the Emperor, and Aristotle their respective 
supreme authorities each equally independent his own 
sphere though submitting the Divine Authority. There 
hierarchy dignity here, but unlike St. Thomas where 
hierarchy dignity generally one jurisdiction, 
Dante makes each these three distinct and equal, and 
holds the greatest disdain the encroachments one upon 
the other. other words, and this sore point for 
Dante everyone who has read the Divine Comedy 
knows, temporal authority the person the Emperor 
subject only the immediate authority God, and not 


the Pope whose rightful domain the sphere the 
ology which conduce man his supreme end, 
beatific vision. The equality authority among 
sphere, the primacy Ethics over Metaphysics, and 
beatitude, approach, although they are 
identical with the Latin Averroism Siger 
This same Siger’s place the “Paradiso”, deed his 
introduction there Aquinas who fought him bitterly 
another vexing problem Dante scholars 
Gilson handles with consummate skill. 

here is, perhaps, one better able than the author 
throw open understanding and place its true his 
torical context the mediaeval world. the past 
illuminated for the thoughts men like St. Bernard 
Clairvaux, St. Bonaventure, St. Thomas, and St. Augus 
tine. His treatment Dante may now added tha 
gallery brilliant portraits. Fault must found, how. 
ever, with the English translation. seems if, many 
times, the translator has adhered too closely the French 
idiom and grammatical order. The result that often 
passages are rendered heavy-handed awkward way, 
fate which the impeccable Gilsonian style doesn’t 


serve. 
Thomas McTighe, 

St. Louis University, 

St. Louis, Missouri 
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Dinneen, Joseph The Purple Shamrock. 
Sept. 1949. 322p. $3.75. 


Most books dealing with Boston concern themselves with 
the culture the tradition existent the area but 
mention only passing the politics the Bay 
Mr. Dinneen his Purple Shamrock attempts trace 
phase Massachusetts phase dominated 
James Michael Curley. 


The career the Mayor Boston phenomenal 
The son humble parents received his indoctrination 
politics the ripe age twenty-one and although the 
result was bitter one did teach him lesson—never 
support losing candidate. Yet politics fascinated him 
and the following year entered the race for Commor 
Council. There appears little doubt that won 
the election but was counted out the ward rooms 
cause the “stop Curley” combinations had control the 
election machinery. Success finally smiled Curley and 
was elected the Common Council Since 
that time Curley has passed through the gamut various 
political offices. has been elected Mayor Boston 
four times and been defeated three times. did make 
three appearances the Gubernatorial races but only 
once was successful. should mentioned that 


did not confine his political ingenuity state and 


politics. served Congressman from the Eleventh 
Congressional District thus making use the 
tional requirement that representative inhabitant 
the state and not the district that represent. 
Last but very far from least should indicated that 
Mr. Curley the early days his political career had 
temporary residence the Suffolk County Prison 
falsifying application, impersonation, and perjury. 
late 1947 was carried the rolls the Federal 
Penitentiary Danbury, Connecticut, for using the mails 
defraud. 
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Dinneen does take all these points into consideration 
book but leaves much desired. should 
darify the position the Boston Finance Commission. 
The Boston Finance Commission the product the 
Government and not the Boston City Council. The 
members the Commission are appointed the Gover- 
the state with the explicit purpose investigating 
City Boston. treats the actions Republican 
Governor Robert Bradford protecting Curley’s office 
and salary Mayor, while the latter was the Danbury 
Penitentiary, rather weakly. The reader receives the im- 
that Governor Bradford preserved the job 
the salary because hero worship. Apparently 
Curley’s indirect support Bradford the Bradford- 
Tobin Gubernatorial contest 1947 meant nothing. The 
reader will also led believe that Boston understands 
Curley—that judgment doubted. 
Mr. Dinneen’s analysis objective that the object 
Curley but the sweetness outweighs the 
ally speaking Mr. Curley boss and hoped that 
Mr. Dinneen concerned with description the color 
Mr. Curley’s political life—not glorification 
“Bossism”. The book will provide interesting and en- 
reading for those interested the activities 
the last the colorful political bosses. Bostonian must 
rad with tongue-in-cheek. 

Timothy Scully, 

Department History, 

University Scranton 


Translated Lloyd 


Sartre, Jean-Paul. Nausea. 
Apr. 15, 1949. 238p. 


Alexander. New Directions. 

This book was the first Sartre’s now famous studies 
existentialism. the fourth his novels have been 
translated into English. For those who want good enter- 
wholesome inspiration even sound instruc- 
tion their leisure-time reading, this book, like the rest 
Sartre’s stories plays speculative treatises, will 
atremendous waste time. the story Antoine 
Roquentin, who nauseated every experience includ- 
ing that himself, because cannot find any way 
world where everything unique and 
Sartre’s whole philosophy enmeshed the fol- 
lowing passage: “The essential thing contingency. 
exist simply there; those who exist let them- 
slves encountered, but you can never deduce anything 
fom them” (p. 176). This book not only morally bad. 
intellectually boring. Those who must dip low 
for their reading material would much better 
the much greater novels which there are 
the present and many the past. 


Vincent Edward Smith, 


Denver, Colorado 


hor 


Russell, Harold. Victory Hands. With Victor 
Rosen. Creative Age. Mar. 25, 1949. 280p. $2.50. 


Victory Hands the sometimes dramatic story 
Harold Russell’s readjustment life and society after 
lost both his hands accident during World War II. 
Regrettably, the narration various incidents Mr. 
life before and since the accident receives the 
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auctorial emphasis and the fascinating, but much more 
relate, turmoil his mind and soul given too 
little treatment. 


When one finished reading the book, the memory re- 
tains much Mr. Russell’s character, but more so, 
plethora impressions about chicanery meat market, 
life amputee ward, and the machinations and in- 
dustry behind the facade Hollywood. Wherein lies the 
fault this unbalance not easy discover. 


could the character the subject. Emerging from 
the narrative straight-forward, belligerent, eager-to- 
get-ahead product the Back Bay region Massachu- 
setts, the author has been, seems this reviewer, un- 
duly unkind himself. attempting sketch the full- 
ness his personal dilemma and his conquest it, only 
hints are offered, rather than profound treatment it. 
Too often one sees the external man reacting par- 
ticular situation, insight being offered the why 
the conduct. 


Secondly, and assuredly large, fault exists the style 
the manuscript. This probably the contribution 
Mr. Rosen. not complimented for it. Often 
the style terse telegram; smacks the Stein- 
beck-Hemingway school. other times, turgid 
with attempted profundity; still others, chatty and 
lively. 

This admixture style particularly disconcerting 
the first-third the book: narrative the events lead- 
ing the accident. Convenient, and muddily-man- 
aged, dream sequences bring flashing back Russell’s days 
adolescent and also the time his early Army 
career. The second-third far the most important: 
his actual rehabilitation processes bilateral hand 
amputee. Oddly enough, this the shortest section 
the book, the longest being the third. The latter the 
story his acceptance appear Sam Goldwyn 
movie, “The Best Years Our Lives”, and the events 
relating the making the picture and his eventual 
receipt two Oscars from the Motion Picture Academy. 
(Mr. Russell the only person ever receive two. 
uniqueness which the publishers herald!) The section 
concludes bringing the reader up-to-date with Mr. 
Russell’s current activity—lecturing for universal fraternity 
representative the Anti-Defamation League. 


final observation: deficiency the work the ab- 
sence God. Nowhere during Russell’s crisis nor after 
does the author mention the Deity source con- 
solation strength. seems that Mr. Russell found his 
way back his senses without His help. least, 
gets credit. serious omission; the story ren- 
dered that much less interesting because it. 


John Coppinger, 
Catholic University America, 
Washington, 
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